




EARED GREBE 
(Podiceps nigricollis) 

009-0/-/?7.2_ 

At approximately 10:00 AM on Oct. 18, 19q2 Walter Shaffer 
called my attention to 2 grebes off Gull Point on Presque Isle 
State Park. They were sitting on the water several hundred 
yards out from shore. When I focused my scope on the birds at 
about 35 power, I could easily identify the bird to my left as 
a Horned Grebe (P. auritus) in basic plumage and the bird to my 
right as an Eared Grebe in basic plumage. Having the 2 species 
together clearly showed the differences. Compared with the 
Horned Grebe, the Eared Grebe had a rounder shorter head and a 
distinctive point at the center of the crown. The Horned 
Grebe's crown was flat. The back of the Horned Grebe's head pro­
truded making the length of the head look longer than the ~ength 
of the Eared Grebes head. The neck of the Eared Grebe was en­
tirely gray, fairly long, and narrow in contrast with the Horn­
ed Grebe's shorter and thicker neck, which was white on the front. 
The Horned Grebe had an all-white cheek; the Eared Grebe's was 
dusky and showed a pale vertical patch behind the ear. The thin­
ner bill of the Eared Grebe was apparent, but the shape could not 
be discerned at that distance. 

After I studied them ~or approx. 5 minutes, a tug boat push­
ing a barge loaded with rocks for the breakwaters frightened the 
birds and they flew off in a westerly direction. 

I am very familiar with Eared Grebes in this plumage. I have 
seen and documented with photos, at least a dozen birds in the 
last 12 years. 

Gerald M. McWilliams 
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